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Our View
The State Versus the Rule of Law

The rule of law is a key principle in the Iraqi
constitution ever since 2005. However, inserting such
a principle in the constitution is one thing, as reality
can be completely different.

There is clearly a divorce between the principle and its
application, which requires a serious consideration of
what this principle entails to us as a nation and how the
state should apply it.

The rule of law is an overarching concept that
determines the state’s responsibilities, the duties of the
law enforcement agencies, and the conduct of its
representatives in dealing with the individual citizens
regardless of their social standing, gender, ethnicity or
religion. And as such, it is crucial for the establishment
of a civil democratic state and vital for setting the
relationship between the state and its citizens.

In Iraq’s recent history, there was a stark example of
how a dictatorship had confiscated the 1970
constitution, rendering it obsolete, and effectively
became the de facto power above the law.

Nowadays, we have a different, albeit appalling,
example where the state has relinquished its role in
upholding the rule of law. In fact, the fragile presence
of the Iraqi state has created a vacuum and is directly
responsible for perverting the course of justice.

This vacuum has attracted many social and political
groups that has started to create dangerous
interpretations of the laws of the land, and how it can
or cannot be applied, primarily tailored to fit such
groups’ vested interests.

The erosion of law and order, and the weakening of its
enforcement agencies is the last thing you want in a
country which is beset by deadly attacks and
tormented by sectarian, ethnic and tribal tensions and
conflicts.

In a recent incident in Basra, a team of Anti-Drugs
branch of the security forces arrested an Iranian
clergyman on suspicion of drug trafficking. The arrest
operation was videoed where it went viral on social
media platforms. Many of the comments expressed
were hailing the actions of the law enforcement team
with equal measures of condemnation for the
‘hypocrisy’ and ‘dishonesty’ of the arrested preacher.

However, this was not liked by another cleric, Wathiq
Albatat, who also happened to be the leader of a pro-
Iran militia in Basra. Albatat issued a growling
statement (also on social media) threatening the officer
who led the Anti-Drugs team with horrific revenge for
daring to humiliate a cleric. The language used and the
threats hurled were blood curdling, sadistic and
barbaric.

Most people were pleased to see a statement from the
Iraqi Interior Ministry, strongly denouncing Albatat’s
threats and interference, and declaring that they would
issue proceedings to bring the abusive Albatat to
justice as well as promising to stand by its ‘brave
officers’.

Unfortunately, the interior ministry’s statement very
quickly proved to be a misguided bravado: within a
couple of days, the officer was detained under an
investigation, then sacked from his job and
imprisoned. And, paradoxically, while the poor officer
was still trying to fathom what was happening, the
Iranian cleric was receiving full apology from the local
authorities in Basra.

Sadly, at this point, we should recall Hammurabi’s ‘No

Historic water lev-
els at Iraq reser-
voirs and dams: Of-
ficials

Water levels in Iraq's reservoirs
and dams have reached historic
heights, officials have told AFP,
with thousands of families facing
possible displacement by more
flooding.

Weeks of rain compounded by
melting snowcaps in neighbouring
Turkey and Iran have almost filled
Iraq's four main reservoirs and
swelled the Tigris and Euphrates
rivers.

In Samarra, north of Baghdad, wa-

ter is being diverted into the natu- _

ral reservoir at Tharthar Lake in
amounts unseen in decades, said
dam chief Kareem Hassan.
"Today, the Tharthar barrage is
seeing the highest levels of water
passing through in its history,"
Hassan told AFP.

"We haven't seen such levels pass
through the structure since it was
founded in 1956, so 63 years."
The Dukan dam in the northeast
also "had not witnessed water lev-
els this high since 1988," said
manager Hama Taher, calling on
people living nearby to leave.
Authorities have said the excess
will be stored in reservoirs ahead
of expected droughts during blis-

tering summer months, and have
pre-emptively restricted farmers
from planting crops that need high
amounts of water.

The water arriving at Tharthar is
gushing south from Iraq's largest
reservoir in Mosul, currently hold-
ing nine billion cubic meters of
water—some two billion short of
capacity, the water ministry has
said.

The high levels have put two
bridges linking the banks of Mosul
under water, leaving truck drivers
stranded with goods on either side.
"We have officially told kiosk
owners and residents to get away
from the banks," said Hussem al-
Sumaidai, who heads civil defence
operations in the broader Nineveh
province.
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Aid delivered by boat

Water levels in Mosul were also
blamed by some for last month's
ferry drowning that killed more
than 100 people.

Further south, villages and sur-

rounding fields have been flooded,
sending farmers into a frenzy.
More than 8,000 hectares of agri-
culture have been flooded in the
small village of Huweidi in Basra
province alone, according to its
mayor Mohammad Nasseh.
Hundreds of families were dis-
placed in the southern province of
Missan, with another 2,000 possi-
bly forced to flee soon, the United
Nations has said.

The UN has had to deliver human-
itarian aid by boat in some areas
due to flooding, it said on Wednes-
day.

Despite reassurances by the Iraqi
government, the high levels have
sparked concern among observers
including environmental scientist
Azzam Alwash.

The Mosul dam was built atop a
bedrock of gypsum, a mineral that
dissolves in water. That foundation
requires regular cement injections
to prevent cracks in the gypsum
from expanding.

"If the bedrock settles as a result of
cavities, that settlement will trans-
late into damage to the core of the
dam which cannot be undone and
can possibly lead to catastrophic
consequences," Alwash told AFP
on Thursday.

"If the dam fails when it's full, the
area will be under five metres of
water," he said.
https://phys.org/news/2019-04-
historic-irag-reservoirs.html

state without laws’ when he introduced his famous
code of laws, 3700 years ago! -/

Iraqi Democratic Movement — UK

Iraq Is Finally
Pumping Enough
Oil to Flex Its Mus-
cles in OPEC

The world’s fourth-biggest
crude producer is challenging
Saudi Arabia’s dominance of
the global oil cartel.

Yamani, al-Naimi, al-Falih. These
three men, all Saudi Arabian ener-
gy ministers, moved global oil
markets for the past 50 years,
sometimes with just an utterance.
But the kingdom may be about to
lose some of its power. Lurking in
the shadows are oil sages in Iraq,
which has quietly emerged as the
world’s fourth-biggest oil produc-
er. They want a bigger say in
OPEC and the global energy game.
Hardly filled with household
names, the ever-changing cast of
Iraqi oil ministers has basically
been relegated to observers in
OPEC, the cartel founded in Bagh-
dad in 1960. Iraq was exempted
from OPEC production quotas for
almost two decades, a concession
granted because the country had
been mired in conflict since 1980.
Its delegations to cartel meetings in

democraticcttee-iraq@hotmail.co.uk

Vienna had nothing to offer, unable
to tweak output to help prop up
prices or fill shortages.

Iraq’s doubling of crude output in
the past decade has finally given
the country a voice in oil debates
and prompted its inclusion in the
most recent round of cuts. It re-
cently joined the committee that
monitors compliance, though third-
party data suggest that the country
flouts the production curbs. (Iraqi
officials say the country is comply-
ing with the cuts.)

Size is power in the oil markets.
No one is as mighty as Saudi Ara-
bia, the world’s biggest exporter,
which has the capacity to pump
about 12.5 million barrels a day.
But Iraq’s ascent is posing an in-
creasing threat to the kingdom’s
dominance. Former Iraqi oil minis-
ter Hussain al-Shahristani laid the
groundwork early this decade by
boosting the country’s crude re-
serves assessments and cementing
partnerships with ExxonMobil,
Russia’s Lukoil, BP, and other
companies to develop long-
neglected fields.

Those efforts have paid off. Capac-
ity is now about 5 million barrels a
day, and Iraq plans to pump even
more, targeting 7.5 million barrels
per day in 2025. It’s likely to fall
short, reaching 6 million barrels by

then, according to consultant Wood
Mackenzie Ltd. But even if it fails
to meet its target, that growing pro-
duction capacity sends a clear mes-
sage to OPEC: Iraq can swing
global markets.

“Increasing capacity means you
can renegotiate your production
quota within OPEC,” says Riccar-
do Fabiani, an analyst with re-
search consultant Energy Aspects
Ltd. Iraq is “basically trying to
gradually position itself as the sec-
ond-most-influential producer” in
the group.

Most economic indicators in Iraq
beyond oil show little promise.
Political tensions between the cen-
tral government and the country’s
semi-autonomous Kurds continue
to simmer. Minority Sunnis feel
marginalized, and the Shiite major-
ity is discontent with unreliable
public services. Oil prices have
almost doubled, to about $60 to
$70 a barrel, since the depths of
2016, bolstering Iraq’s finances,
yet the country’s stock index is
down 35 percent over the same
period. Investment flows out of
Iraq have exceeded foreign money
pumped into it by more than

$32 billion over the past five years,
according to United Nations data.

Continued on P3
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From Radical to Rentier Islam-
ism: The Case of Iraq’s Dawa
Party

Electoral Politics and the Challenge of Governance
The move away from Islamist ideology was not easy
for Iraqi Shia Islamists, for whom elaborating a theory
of Islamic governance remained a subject of polemics.
Over time, they became aware of the problems in the
Iranian model and the unresolved tensions resulting
from its adoption of two sources of legitimacy—
religious authority and popular sovereignty.

For Iraqi Islamists, there was also tension between their
religious allegiance to Iran’s leadership and their Iraqi
national identity. This divided Dawa in exile and con-
tinues to influence intra-Shia dynamics, as manifested
in the current division within Dawa between the Maliki
wing, which has grown closer to Iran and its allies, and
the Abadi wing, which has pursued better ties with the
West.

Party leaders struggled to find a formula that could
combine their ideological convictions and their new
role as politicians in a country divided communally.
They grasped that adhering rigidly to ideology would
hinder their efforts to acquire broader legitimacy, which
was essential for their political survival. That explains
why Maliki, who led the government between 2006 and
2014, and Abadi, the prime minister between 2014 and
2018, ran their electoral campaigns through coalitions
that included non-Islamist allies and adopted a national-
istic tone.

Dawa was better positioned than other Islamist groups
to adapt to the new politics in Iraq because it was not
associated with a specific clerical family—as were the
ISCI and the Sadrist Movement—nor was it religiously
guided by a single cleric. As a result, it enjoyed more
flexibility to rebrand itself politically and attract differ-
ent electorates. However, this was not always a
strength. Lacking ideological clarity and an identifiable
social base, the party grew more dependent on the post
of prime minister and the power invested in it. Maliki
and Abadi portrayed themselves as state-builders, ex-

Debate emerges as Iraqi forces
enter Iran to aid flood relief

Iran’s ambassador to Iraq confirmed on April 12 that
hundreds of members of the Iraqi Popular Mobiliza-
tion Units (PMU) entered Iran to help with flood re-
lief. According to Ambassador Iraj Masjedi, the
PMU, which was formed in response to a 2014 reli-
gious edict issued by Grand Ayatollah Ali Sistani to
defend Iraq against the Islamic State, entered the
provinces of Khuzestan and Lorestan after acquiring
visas through Iran’s embassy and consulate.

Social media sites showed videos of PMU caravans
entering Iran. Afterward, Iranian-linked social media
websites showed the PMU working near the flood-hit
areas, waving both the Iraqi flag and that of the PMU
unit  Harakat = Hezbollah  al-Nujaba. = The
PMU presence set off an online debate, given that the
last time an Iraqi force entered Iran it was an inva-
sion ordered by Saddam Hussein in 1980, sparking a
bloody eight-year war.

Reza Pahlavi, the son of Iran’s last mon-
arch Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, who appears to be
staging a comeback from the suburbs of Washington
DC, tweeted, “Iranians do not need help from terror-
ist forces in order to rebuild their country.” He con-
tinued, addressing Iranian officials, “Either quickly

Qnove your mercenaries from the homeland or the
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panding networks of loyalists in the state. Maliki mas-
tered this game by centralizing authority in his office
and creating parallel institutions, or appointing senior
officials in an acting capacity to circumvent the slow
parliamentary procedures. Abadi did the same, though
on a smaller scale.

Following the parliamentary elections of 2018, Maliki’s
State of Law Coalition allied itself with the Fatah Coa-
lition, the PMF’s political wing. The Abadi-led Nasr
Coalition, in turn, allied itself with the Shia clerics
Mugqtada al-Sadr and Ammar al-Hakim, the leader of
the Hikma current. With that divide, Dawa ceased act-
ing as a unified party. It allowed members to vote for
electoral lists without using the party name, while of-
fering vague promises to reunite Dawa after the elec-
tion.

This arrangement signaled that the party had lost its
political coherence and had been damaged by increas-
ingly personalized and clientelist politics. It also mir-
rored the absence of a broad constituency independent
from Dawa’s prime ministers. Dominated by old mem-
bers whose political experiences were mostly shaped in
exile, the party failed to rejuvenate itself and expand its
base.

The Rise of Rentier Islamism

During his years as prime minister, Maliki employed
patronage as an essential tool of governance. For exam-
ple, he revived the Baath regime’s policy of winning
over the loyalty of tribal chieftains through material
rewards, by forming what came to be known as
“support councils” in southern cities. While the de-
clared aim of these tribal gatherings was to secure local
backing for security, Maliki used them to broaden his
electoral base.

Similarly, Maliki’s entourage, which included members
of his family, developed a network of partnerships with
several interest groups and businessmen. In doing so,
they exploited the power invested in the prime minis-
ter’s office, which under Maliki became stronger than
other state institutions. The same can be said of the Of-
fice of the Commander in Chief, which critics regarded
as an illegitimate tool by Maliki to affirm his personal
power over the military and undermine the responsibili-

brave men and women of Khuzestan and Lorestan
will remove them. Iran is not the place for militias or
foreign armies.”

Pahlavi's reference to the PMU as “terrorist forces” is
not a distinction shared by the United States. When
the PMU was formed, a number of Iranian advisers
from the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC)
worked alongside them to fight the Islamic State. The
influence of the Iranian advisers, particularly that of
IRGC Quds Force commander Qasem Soleimani,
became a sore point with the Americans, who were

also working alongside the Iraqi forces in the fight
against the Islamic State.

Pahlavi was not the only Iranian figure to tweet criti-
cally about the PMU. Iranian actress Mahnaz Af-
shar tweeted, “Never forget which country our dear
ones died fighting,” in response to a video of the
PMU in Iran. However, Afshar faced widespread
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ties of the Defense Ministry.

Dawa, which lacks significant public support, also used
other means to build up its constituency. Among the
public institutions employed for patronage purposes
were the Institution of Political Prisoners and the Mar-
tyrs Institution, both led or staffed by figures close to
the party. Their main function was to validate compen-
sation applications from those imprisoned by the for-
mer Baath regime, or those whose family members the
regime had executed. Yet the beneficiaries were ex-
panded to include even people who had fled Iraq. Dawa
parliamentarians helped pass laws allowing the exces-
sive scope of the compensation.

Dawa’s use of patronage politics has created networks
of clients connected by interests, not a cohesive ideo-
logical project. What distinguished Dawa from other
parties engaged in similar politics was the absence of a
party figure who acted as ultimate patron. Maliki’s and
Abadi’s power derived primarily from the position of
prime minister. That is why after losing the office, a
post-ideological Dawa may find that its political rele-
vance has declined more than that of any other group.

Conclusion: Not Dead, but Dying

In October 2018, after thirteen years during which a
Dawa member was prime minister, Adel Abdel Mahdi,
formerly of the ISCI, was appointed to head the govern-
ment. Today, Dawa is divided and has no unified vision
about its purpose and objectives. The party is not dead,
but it is dying. Most of its leaders are aging, and it is
barely attracting a new generation of activists.

The ideal of an Islamic state is no longer appealing
among Iraqi Shia, at least in the way it was during the
1960s and 1970s. Dawa’s backing is concentrated in
sectors of the middle class and post-2003 state employ-
ees, but it is facing strong competition from other par-
ties among these sectors. With Dawa having lost the
advantages of incumbency and now deeply divided, the
party’s base will shrink further

Harith Hasan

This a condensed version, full article via
https://carnegie-mec.org/2019/04/16/from-radical-to-
rentier-islamism-case-of-irag-s-dawa-party-pub-78887

criticism. One user tweeted back, “I’m an [Iranim
Arab ... we know the difference between Iraqgis and
the Western-backed Baathists.” Taking a jab at Af-
shar’s perceived Western orientation, the user added,
“Never forget who sanctioned and is still sanctioning

2

us.

According to an article in the hard-line Kayhan daily,
Soleimani invited the PMU and the Afghan Fatemi-
youn Division to help with the relief efforts. The arti-
cle referred to the Fatemiyoun Division as the
“defenders of the shrine,” the moniker given to those
who fought alongside Syrian forces against the Is-
lamic State and Syrian rebels. Damascus and other
places in Syria are home to important Shiite shrines.

In a video released by Iranian news agencies, PMU
commander Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis said that the
force came to Iran to help flood victims because it
felt “indebted” after Iran’s efforts to support Iraqis.
Muhandis notably spoke fluent Persian in the video.

The IRGC and the Basij organization, which operates
under it, have taken the lead in the relief efforts in the
aftermath of devastating flooding in Iran. On April 5,
the IRGC announced that Soleimani, who oversees
IRGC operations outside of the country, will spend a
month in flood-hit areas to help with relief efforts.

https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/
originals/2019/04/iran-flood-response-pmu-nujaba-

khuzestan-afshar-reactions.html#ixzz51R fzZBRQP J
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Crystal meth and crowded
jails: problems mount in Iraqi
oil city

The southern Iraqi city of Basra is struggling to cope
with a growing drug problem that has overcrowded
prisons and strained police resources, only months af-
ter violent protests over poor municipal services.
Basra’s prison system is clogged up and creaking. On a
recent day in one police station, Reuters reporters saw
about 150 men, their heads shaved, squatting in two
small, cramped holding cells.

Arrests of drug users and dealers have shot up in the
past year, further stretching prison services and police
in a sign that the problems with municipal resources
that prompted protests in Basra last summer have not
gone away.

“Drugs spread because the youth are lost, they have no
money, they are sick of life. It’s escapism,” Major
Shaker Aziz, a senior member of Basra police narcotics
unit, told Reuters.

“Prison authorities tell us: ‘Ninety percent of inmates
are convicted on drug charges, stop sending them.” So
we keep them here,” Aziz said of the holding cells.

The situation in prisons, worsened by a lack of treat-
ment centers for recovering addicts, highlights the con-
trast between the wealth Basra province produces - its
oil contributes over 90 percent of state revenues - and
its poor living conditions.

Once known as the Venice of the East, Basra city,
which has a population of 4 million, lacks clean water
and does not have enough electricity to power air con-
ditioners in the scorching summer heat. Unemployment
is widespread, especially among youth.

Thousands protested against the conditions, unemploy-
ment and corruption last summer, when searing heat
made matters worse and hundreds were treated in hos-
pital after drinking unclean water. Protesters set ablaze
government buildings and political groups’ headquar-
ters, and clashed with police.

Officials fear a repeat of the violence this year, and
while the drug problem is a concern in several areas of
Iraq, Basra suffers from it the most.

STEADY RISE

Basra is struggling even though Iraq declared victory
in the four-year war against Islamic State in 2017, and
the city never fell to the militant Sunni Islamist group.
The number of drug arrests has risen year-on-year
since 2015, Aziz said. By March, police had picked up
15 kilograms (33 Ib) of illegal drugs this year, half of
2018’s entire haul. Some 50 to 60 people are arrested
each week on drugs-related offences, compared to
more than 1,000 all last year, he said.
Methamphetamine, known popularly as crystal meth, is

the most widespread drug, said a police spokesman,
Colonel Bassem Ghanem. Opium, cannabis and pill
abuse are also common.

Basra’s police department says 97 percent of drug us-
ers arrested in 2018 were unemployed, and more than
two thirds were 25 or younger.

All the drugs come from abroad, said Colonel Ismail al
-Maliki, who heads the Basra police narcotics unit.
Basra Police Chief Rashid Fleih said in November that
80 percent of drugs entering the city come from Iran.
Tehran denied this but officials still point the finger
indirectly at Iran, wusing euphemisms such as
“neighboring countries”.

Preventing drug trafficking is a serious challenge for
Iran which borders Afghanistan, the world’s largest
opium producer, and Pakistan, a major transit country
for drugs.

Iraq once had the death penalty for users and dealers
but passed new legislation in 2017 under which judges
can order rehabilitation for users or sentence them to
jail for up to three years. In the absence of rehab cen-
ters, they are jailed. Under the new law, the health min-

istry was given two years to provide rehab centers.
Local health officials pledged to reopen and upgrade a
44-bed rehabilitation center this month but the police
say 44 beds is not enough.

“All of Basra’s oil and we can’t afford rehab?” said
Aziz.

Asked about the situation, the state-owned Basra Oil
Company said it has pledged $5 million for a rehab
center.

‘SMOKING FOR FREE’

Inside a training complex on the edge of Basra prov-
ince, police have re-purposed a building as a makeshift
rehab center for users nearing release.

About 40 men live in comparatively comfortable con-
ditions, sleeping six per room with access to television,
a gym and books. Clerics, officers and teachers lecture
on the sinfulness and dangers of drug use.

Experts say recovering users need treatment and reha-
bilitation when they first stop using, not towards the
end of sentences. Prisoners say they suffer the worst
withdrawal symptoms during the first 20 days, unable
to eat or sleep.

“This is just a model, to get the health ministry to build
real centers,” said Ghanem, the spokesman.

Prisoners interviewed by Reuters were chosen by po-
lice, who sat in on interviews. Some were handcuffed.
One user-turned-dealer said he was recruited a year
after he started buying, wooed by the idea of free crys-
tal meth.

“I paid 50,000 dinars ($40) per gram as a user. I only
paid 20,000 ($16) as a dealer. I would sell some and
smoke some. I was smoking for free,” he said.

He described a network of dealers that went up to a
“big boss” whom he would not identify to police out of
fear for his life. He faces a minimum of five years in
jail.

Some said they were falsely arrested. Asked if the po-
lice offered suspects lighter sentences if the provided
them with information, one police officer said they
rarely needed to.

“They always cooperate,” he said, asking not to be
named as he was not authorized to discuss the matter.

Ahmed Aboulenein, Reuter

Continued from P1
Iraq Is Finally Pumping
Enough Oil

Surging oil production presents challenges. Iraq is un-
der pressure in OPEC to sacrifice crucial income to
help curb a global oil glut after years of pumping in just
one mode: all-out. The country still needs to sell more
crude to rebuild damaged infrastructure, provide ade-
quate services to stave off growing domestic unrest, and
keep the foreign companies running the fields happy. It
also wants to maintain close ties to Saudi Arabia’s arch-
rival Iran while seeking investments from the kingdom
and hosting U.S. armed forces.

Juggling these priorities is a trio of officials well-versed
in Iraq’s energy industry. The government is led by Ad-
el Abdul Mahdi, a former oil minister. Thamir
Ghadhban, an old hand in the oil patch, was appointed
to lead the ministry in October. And prominent energy
analyst Luay al-Khateeb was appointed electricity min-
ister, a sensitive role in a country that, for all its petro-
wealth, lacks steady power supplies and has trouble
keeping the lights on.

Al-Khateeb was critical of the Iraqi government during
his analyst days. This is “the last chance to fix Iraq,” he
wrote just weeks before being tapped as minister. The
stakes are high for Iraq and the region.

None of the country’s lofty ambitions can be achieved
if it doesn’t keep the oil flowing, a task complicated by

Iraqi Democratic Movement — UK

OPEC’s output cuts. The structure of Iraq’s oil industry,
which is far more reliant on investment from foreign
operators than most other cartel members, makes pro-
duction curbs more complicated than just turning off a
spigot.

Reducing output from fields that also produce gas is
trickier still, because Iraq desperately needs the fuel to
generate electricity. Most of the oil expansion with for-
eign partners has come from such fields. Operators that
also produce gas may be shielded from OPEC cuts to a
greater extent than those that don’t, says Frits Klap, a
former Royal Dutch Shell Plc executive who’s now
managing director of Basrah Gas Co., the company’s
gas joint venture in Iraq.

Iraq would also want to avoid trimming output from
reservoirs run by international oil companies, which
account for about two-thirds of production, to keep
from incurring fines and potentially jeopardizing access
to foreign capital and technology. The government may
therefore choose to lean on domestic firms to comply
with OPEC cuts rather than sap crude from foreign
partners.

“The pressure will be on the regional oil-company-
operated fields to bear the brunt of any cuts Iraq
makes,” says lan Thom, Wood Mackenzie’s principal
analyst for Middle East upstream.

While many analysts and investors share at least some
of the optimism of Iraq’s energy officials, most have
doubts beyond security concerns. Issues linger, includ-
ing tight profit margins, political unrest, bureaucratic
inertia, corruption, and insufficient export infrastruc-

democraticcttee-iraq@hotmail.co.uk

ture. ExxonMobil, Total, Gazprom, and other majors
sat out the latest auction for Iraq’s oil and gas blocks in
April 2018, leaving the fields to smaller companies
from the United Arab Emirates and China willing to
take the risk.

Iraq Oil Output

Barrels per day

5m
4

3 Iraq invades Kuwait

2

1
U.S--led occupation of Iraq begins.

0 r
1965

T T T 1
1980 1995 2010 2017

Source: BP Statistical Review of World Energy Bloomberg @

Irag’s government is “very unstable” and has only
“lukewarm support from the main parties in parlia-
ment,” Energy Aspect’s Fabiani says. If the government
has any chance of maintaining power, it will need to
hand out money to people and regional authorities ra-
ther than invest in oil and infrastructure. “Short-term
pressures could take over and undermine long-term am-
bitions,” he says.

Mohammed Sergie & Verity Ratcliffe, Bloomberg

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-04-10/irag-
is-finally-pumping-enough-oil-to-flex-its-muscles-in-opec
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Iran is Under U.S. Sanctions, So
Does Designation of the Revolution-
ary Guards Make a Difference?

A regular survey of experts on matters relating to
Middle Eastern and North African politics and secu-
rity.

Richard Sokolsky - Nonresident senior fellow in
Carnegie’s Russia and Eurasia Program

The Trump administration claims that its decision to
designate Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
(IRGC) as a Foreign Terrorist Organization is part of its
“maximum pressure” campaign against Iran. The aim is
to force Tehran to cave in to American demands on the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, the nuclear deal
with Iran, and end Iran’s destabilizing behavior in the
Middle East.

It will do neither. Iran is one of the most heavily sanc-
tioned countries on earth, and the IRGC and its Quds
Force are already caught in this web. Those sanctions
have brought nearly all foreign trade and investment in
Iran to a screeching halt. Anybody who thinks the des-
ignation will force regional actors who are deeply en-
tangled with and dependent on the IRGC for their secu-
rity to sever those ties, or that Tehran will clamp down
on these activities, understands neither regional nor in-
ternal Iranian dynamics. In short, the designation was a
purely symbolic move with no rewards and many risks
for U.S. interests in the region. Negar Mortazavi -
Consultant editor for the Independent based in
Washington, D.C., on Twitter @NegarMortazavi
The designation will strengthen the Islamic Revolution-
ary Guard Corps (IRGC) inside Iran and increase ten-
sions across the Middle East. In Iran this is seen as an
existential threat from an outside enemy. So Iranian
moderates, even those who are staunch critics of the

In Iraq, tribal traditions rob wom-
en, girls of rights

Two weeks into Mariam’s forced marriage to her
cousin according to Iraqi tribal custom, she desper-
ately doused herself in fuel, flicked on a lighter and
attempted suicide by self-immolation.

The 22-year-old spent three days in hospital in Iraq’s
southern Misan province last summer before succumbing
to her wounds, recalled sheikh Haydar Saadoun.

“A university classmate from a different tribe had pro-
posed, but her relatives refused,” said Saadoun, an offi-
cial from the Bani Lam tribe in the town of Amarah in
Misan.

“They said they had rights over her because of ‘nahwa’,”
he said, referring to a tribal custom that authorises the
men of a clan to reject marriage proposals to a female
member.

They arranged for her to wed her cousin instead.

“He was already married, had fathered multiple children
and was illiterate, while Mariam was going to universi-
ty,” Saadoun said.

Wearing a modern three-piece suit under a traditional
cape, he told AFP he tried to dissuade Mariam’s fiance
but was overruled.

“He told me: ‘I’ll break her nose. I’ll marry her and rub
her face in it’,” Saadoun recounted.

Iraqi society remains largely conservative, bound by trib-
al traditions and religious customs practised from its
sprawling capital Baghdad to far-flung rural provinces.

In the country of nearly 40 million, clan names can carry
weight in securing work, a spouse and even votes.

They often trump government institutions, as tribes look
to their own mediation methods to resolve disputes in-
stead of the official court system.

— “Accept your fate’ —

Women and girls often suffer under these patriarchal sys-
tems, with many forced to marry against their will, sub-
ject to domestic abuse and deprived of an education.

Iraqi Democratic Movement — UK

The Democratic Voice

hardliners, now have to rally behind the IRGC. Any
criticism of the IRGC inside Iran will be considered
treasonous and have high political costs. The Trump
administration’s policy of maximal pressure on Iran
continues to weaken moderate forces who want better
relations with the West, and diminishes the chance for
engagement and diplomacy with Iran. It will push the
hardliners to crack down on civil society, human rights
activists, and those working for a more democratic Iran.
The IRGC is already one of the most heavily sanctioned
entities in the world, but those who run the force have
benefited from this. Sanctions create a dark financial
ecosystem where influential actors engage in nontrans-
parent trade to help the government circumvent sanc-
tions. That creates a breeding ground for massive cor-
ruption and the IRGC and associates have been the key
beneficiaries.

Ali Hashem - BBC Iran affairs correspondent
Designating Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
(IRGC) as a terrorist organization went much further
than what it looked like. The IRGC isn’t just a military
force, it is an entity that is involved in several aspects of
life in Iran, including construction, tourism, and bank-
ing. That means that hundreds of thousands of people
will be affected by the American decision. This could
lead gradually to a restructuring of the Iranian econo-
my, with the IRGC having minimal involvement in it.
However, it is unlikely that the decision will have an
impact on Iran’s regional behavior, despite the financial
hardships it will cause. Instead, in regional terms the
U.S. decision to identify the IRGC and its personnel as
legitimate targets will provoke tension that could spark
proxy wars in areas of shared U.S.-Iranian influence
such as Iraq, Afghanistan, and Syria.

Matthew Levitt - Fromer-Wexler fellow and direc-
tor of the Reinhard Program on Counterterrorism
and Intelligence at the Washington Institute for
Near East Policy

The southern provinces of Misan and Basra, where tribal
influence is widespread, have the highest rates of child
marriage in Iraq, the United Nations’ children’s agency
UNICEF said in 2018.

In Misan, 35 percent of married women between 20 and
45 said they wed as teenagers, and in Basra the rate is
31.5 percent.

In one tribal custom known as “fasliya”, women are mar-
ried off as restitution for blood spilt between two tribes.
Karima al-Tai, a women’s rights activist in Misan, said
the custom had ravaged her own family.

“Twenty years ago, a conflict broke out between my tribe
and another. During the fighting, a man from the other
clan was killed,” said Tai, 50.

Calling for a truce, Tai’s tribe offered “five virgins” to
the opposing tribe — including her cousin, Sahar, who
was married off to the victim’s brother.

Over “20 years of hell” Sahar was bullied and harassed
by her husband’s family, Tai recalled. Even her children
were publicly branded “children of the fasliya™.

But when Sahar asked her family for help, said Tai, “her
relatives would tell her, ‘you’re a fasliya. Accept your
fate’.”

“Fasliya” is still being practised. In 2015, a tribe in the
southern province of Basra married off 50 girls and wom-
en to another tribe under a truce.

— ‘Modern slavery’ —

With no family support or access to outside help, some
Iraqi women and girls have turned to suicide.

A 2017 study of 62 attempted self-immolation cases in
Basra found that family problems, including marital is-
sues, were the precipitating factor in 80 percent of the
cases.

Authorities in Misan said 198 women had attempted sui-
cide over the past two years, and 14 of them lost their
lives.

But details are scarce. Mental health problems in Iraq
remain taboo, and efforts to discuss them with tribal lead-
ers have seen little success.

Even Grand Ayatollah Ali Sistani, the top religious au-
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Views & Analyses

The decision by the State Department to designate the
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) as a For-
eign Terrorist Organization is an action heavy on mes-
saging with few practical advantages. The Treasury De-
partment had already designated the IRGC as a terrorist
group (as well as for proliferation and human rights vio-
lations), and Iran has long been on the list of state spon-
sors of terrorism. These already subjected the IRGC to
powerful sanctions authorities, and those who support it
to some criminal liability.

The Foreign Terrorist Organization listing adds only
two substantive tools: first, additional immigration re-
strictions—which could be interpreted in extremely
broad terms and apply not just to the IRGC but to any-
one that engages with IRGC entities. And second, crim-
inal liability for knowingly providing material support
to the group, which includes extraterritorial reach.
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Depending on how these new tools are implemented—
and what guidance the White House gives border au-
thorities and prosecutors—these could have significant
effects, some positive, some not. It also adds yet anoth-
er layer of sanctions threat, which could sharpen the
costs of doing business with Iran more broadly given
the extent to which the IRGC is embedded in the Irani-
an economy. This could prove particularly difficult for
Iraq, which is dependent on Iranian energy and whose
officials could now be exposed to sanctions and crimi-
nal liability.

thority for most Iraqi Shiites, called last year for an end to
“nahwas” and other tribal practices, to no avail.

The customs were criminalised in Iraq’s 1959 personal
status law, which was strictly implemented under Saddam
Hussein’s brutal rule.

Marrying a woman by force under “nahwa” is punishable
by three years in jail for a cousin and 10 years for a more
distant relative.

But as the central government lost influence across
swathes of Iraq following the 2003 US-led invasion, trib-
al power structures took precedence.

Now, “this law is not applied because no woman would
file a complaint against her own family,” said lawmaker
Intissar al-Juburi.

And efforts to introduce tough laws to protect women

have been hampered by political stalemates and an em-
phasis on security and economic issues.

Meanwhile, tribal customs are becoming further en-
trenched, according to Maytham al-Saadi, a professor at
Misan University.

“In the past, fasliyas would be proposed only in cases
needing blood money, but in recent decades they’ve been
used to end the simplest disputes between tribes,” he said.
“It’s modern slavery.”

Haydar Indhar, Agence France-Presse
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