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“Joint Statement”

International Civil society appreciates the humanitarian

efforts and initiatives Of the Kingdom of Bahrain
Geneva, April 4, 2021

Within the framework of our keenness to uphold the values and principles of
human rights in the world, and to upgrade the efforts and policies of states
related to strengthening their respect for international human rights law, and to
consecrate their commitment to regional and international legislation and
mechanisms, we stress the importance of advancing the human rights situation in
the Arab world, and the need to activate the partnership with all civil society
institutions and organizations. Working in the field of human rights and devoting
global attention to the concerns of Arab countries and the challenges they face in
the framework of improving the human rights situation in their countries. We aim
to achieve the lofty goals that the world aspires to achieve in an equal manner
and without any discrimination, with the need to ensure that humanitarian work
is not politicized or subjected to the goals and agendas of States and regional and
international federations.



In this year 2021, the people of Bahrain celebrate the twentieth anniversary of
the inauguration of the National Action Charter in the Kingdom of Bahrain, which
won the acceptance of the people in a general popular referendum at a rate of
more than 98%, and with it the Kingdom of Bahrain began a new stage in its
political and humanitarian history, by strengthening its respect for human rights,
establishing a state of Institutions, law, democratization and popular
participation, and the strengthening of international obligations that grant
everyone the exercise of their rights and freedoms guaranteed by international
legislation. Putting human rights at the forefront of the government's
orientations, policies and initiatives, and ensuring the achievement of popular
participation in the administration of the state through activating the
parliamentary life and the legislative and elected oversight authority, which are
pioneering and advanced steps that Bahrain achieved early, and established an
advanced international position for it in the commitment to human rights and the
achievement of human development that represents the human being Its main
focus and primary goal.

Whereas Bahrain’s achievements in the field of human rights have not stopped
over the past twenty years, during which Bahrain won the membership of the
International Council for Human Rights for three sessions in a global precedent,
and during which radical reforms and solutions were made in the field of human
rights through the formation of the independent Bahraini commission and the
implementation of the consensus dialogue The National Council, and the
formation of the National Committee concerned with implementing the
recommendations of the independent committee and the outcomes of the
National Consensus Dialogue, which are initiatives that put Bahrain in the Arab
leadership after implementing all reforms and recommendations, especially the
release of all political prisoners and prisoners of conscience, and reviewing all
judgments issued in accordance with legislation and human rights obligations,
which ensures continuing to complete the organizational, institutional and
legislative building process aimed at enhancing Bahrain's respect and
commitment to human rights, strengthening national legislation and institutions,
completing the process of democracy and popular participation, and
implementing the requirements of the United Nations plan to achieve sustainable
development 2030.



What the Kingdom of Bahrain has achieved in the context of strengthening its
commitment to human rights over the past years deserves international praise
and appreciation, especially with regard to strengthening its international
commitments, its close cooperation with United Nations bodies and mechanisms,
developing legislation on human rights, promoting and empowering women,
ensuring freedom of opinion and expression, and freedoms. Moreover, religious
and cultural freedoms and fair trials are ensured. In addition to the many
initiatives that Bahrain has recently undertaken in the framework of upgrading its
pioneering experience in the field of human rights, as over the past two years
more than 4,000 detainees have been released after the application of the
Alternative Penalties Law and the cessation of freedom-depriving penalties, a
general amnesty for nearly 1,000 prisoners and detainees. Implementing
precautionary and preventive measures in all correction, rehabilitation and
detention centers, vaccinating all inmates with vaccines against the emerging
coronavirus, issuing a correctional justice law for children and protecting them
from ill-treatment, improving conditions for correctional institutions and
detention and arrest centers, establishing and implementing measures that
guarantee the full enjoyment of all human rights for all detainees to ensure that
they are not subjected to torture or any other degrading or inhuman treatment.
In addition to the efforts and initiatives undertaken by Bahrain aimed at
strengthening the response to the Covid 19 pandemic, ensuring the protection of
all citizens and residents and ensuring their health and safety, Bahrain is issuing
global rates for adopting and providing safe vaccines and allocating the largest
financial package at the international level to spare all citizens and residents the
effects of and the repercussions of the Covid 19 pandemic. The recently
implemented directives on taking measures to implement open prisons are crucial
to advancing Bahrain's human rights experience and leadership.

While we commend and appreciate the efforts and initiatives of the Kingdom of
Bahrain in the field of human rights, we call for the benefit of Bahrain's
experience in upgrading the national human rights system, which is built on the
basis of partnership and complementarity with all actors in the world of human
rights, and has worked to develop legislation, institutions, policies and initiatives.
Wwith a national methodology and a global forward-looking vision, Bahrain was
able to lead many countries of the world in the field of respecting and promoting
human rights.
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